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Changes in Roche's Board of Directors and Corporate Executive Committee 

 
Basel, 11 June 2019 - Roche (SIX: RO, ROG; OTCQX: RHHBY) today announced that Peter Voser (61), a 

member of the Board of Directors of Roche Holding Ltd since 2011, has decided to step down as a member of 

the Board of Directors of Roche at the end of June 2019 due to his additional role as interim CEO of ABB. 

 

Roche Chairman Christoph Franz: "Peter Voser has made important contributions to Roche's success as a 

member of the Board and the Compensation Committee. On behalf of the Board of Directors of Roche, I 

would like to thank him most sincerely for his contribution.”  

 

At the same time Roche announced the following changes to the Corporate Executive Committee: 

 

Michael Heuer (65), CEO Roche Diagnostics and member of the Corporate Executive Committee, will retire 

as planned at the end of July. The Board of Directors has appointed Thomas Schinecker (44), currently Head 

of Centralised and Point of Care Solutions, as CEO Roche Diagnostics and a member of the Corporate 

Executive Committee with effect from 1 August 2019.  

 

Stephan Feldhaus (57), Head of Group Communications and member of Roche’s enlarged Corporate 

Executive Committee, has decided to continue his career outside the company as of the end of September 

2019. He will be succeeded on 1 October 2019 by Barbara Schädler (57), currently Head of Communications 

and Public Affairs at E.ON SE. Barbara Schädler will report to CEO Severin Schwan as a member of the 

enlarged Corporate Executive Committee. 

 

Severin Schwan: "Michael Heuer joined Roche following the acquisition of Boehringer Mannheim in 1998 

and, after a long and distinguished career, has played a key role in making our company the world's leading 

provider of diagnostic solutions. We are extremely grateful to him for his personal contribution". Schwan 

added: "I am delighted that we have been able to appoint Thomas Schinecker, an internal successor with a 

strong track record, as the new CEO for our Diagnostics Division. Thomas Schinecker has broad and 

international experience in our business". 

 

Severin Schwan continued: "Stephan Feldhaus has shaped our communications over the past ten years and 

made a significant contribution to the positive reputation of our company. I thank him very much for his 

valuable contribution and wish him all the best. I am pleased that we have Barbara Schädler joining Roche as 

his successor. She has worked successfully for many years as a communications executive in global private 

companies and in the public sector".  

 

Michael Heuer joined Boehringer Mannheim in 1983 and was appointed to his current position in 2018. 

Following the acquisition of Boehringer Mannheim by Roche in 1998, he held various management positions 

in sales, marketing and product development in Germany, Austria and the United States before being 

appointed Head of Roche's Near Patient Testing business unit. Prior to his current role, he was Head of 
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Diagnostics Europe, Middle East, Africa and Latin America region. Michael Heuer holds a PhD in Chemistry 

from the University of Kiel. 

 

Thomas Schinecker began his career in 2003 as a trainee for Roche Diagnostics under the Roche Perspectives 

programme. He has held various management positions in marketing & sales and product development in 

Singapore, Austria, Sweden and the United States. Before assuming his current position as Head of the 

Global Business Area Centralised and Point of Care Solutions based in Rotkreuz, Switzerland, he was General 

Manager for Roche Diagnostics Germany. Thomas Schinecker holds a PhD in Molecular Biology from New 

York University, USA. 

 

Stephan Feldhaus joined Roche in 2010 as Head of Group Communications and is a member of the enlarged 

Corporate Executive Committee, where he has since been responsible for the Group's internal and external 

communications. He previously held various management positions in communications at Siemens and 

worked as a social ethicist and theologian. He received his doctorate in theology from the University of 

Munich.  

 

Barbara Schädler's previous career as communications manager included positions at E.ON SE, Lufthansa, 

SAP and the German Federal Ministry of Finance. She holds a Master's degree in Economics from the 

Johannes Gutenberg University of Mainz.  

 

About Roche 

Roche is a global pioneer in pharmaceuticals and diagnostics focused on advancing science to improve 

people’s lives. The combined strengths of pharmaceuticals and diagnostics under one roof have made Roche 

the leader in personalised healthcare – a strategy that aims to fit the right treatment to each patient in the best 

way possible. 

 

Roche is the world’s largest biotech company, with truly differentiated medicines in oncology, immunology, 

infectious diseases, ophthalmology and diseases of the central nervous system. Roche is also the world leader 

in in vitro diagnostics and tissue-based cancer diagnostics, and a frontrunner in diabetes management.  

Founded in 1896, Roche continues to search for better ways to prevent, diagnose and treat diseases and make 

a sustainable contribution to society. The company also aims to improve patient access to medical 

innovations by working with all relevant stakeholders. Thirty medicines developed by Roche are included in 

the World Health Organization Model Lists of Essential Medicines, among them life-saving antibiotics, 

antimalarials and cancer medicines. Moreover, for the tenth consecutive year, Roche has been recognised as 

the most sustainable company in the Pharmaceuticals Industry by the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices 

(DJSI). 

 

The Roche Group, headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, is active in over 100 countries and in 2018 employed 

about 94,000 people worldwide. In 2018, Roche invested CHF 11 billion in R&D and posted sales of 

CHF 56.8 billion. Genentech, in the United States, is a wholly owned member of the Roche Group. Roche is 

the majority shareholder in Chugai Pharmaceutical, Japan. For more information, please visit 

www.roche.com. 
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