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Muttenz, April 7, 2021 – At today’s Annual General Meeting, the shareholders of Clariant Ltd, a 

focused, sustainable and innovative specialty chemical company, approved all agenda items and 

resolutions proposed by the Board of Directors, including the election of Günter von Au as new 

Chairman of the Board of Directors. 

Due to the ongoing situation with regard to the spread of the coronavirus, shareholders could not 

attend this year’s Annual General Meeting in person and could exercise their rights exclusively via 

the independent proxy. Overall, 231 091 133 shares or around 69.62 % of the share capital of 

Clariant were represented. 

Günter von Au, Chairman of Clariant’s Board of Directors, said “It is a great honor for me to be 

elected as Chairman of the Board of Directors, especially because of the close relationship that I have 

with this company for almost a decade now. Together with all my fellow board members as well as 

CEO Conrad Keijzer, I look forward to continuing Clariant’s successful path towards becoming one 

of the world’s leading companies for specialty chemicals and create value for all stakeholders, 

including shareholders.” 

“I wish to thank all Clariant customers, employees and shareholders for the trust, commitment and 

loyalty that I have experienced during my time as Member of the Board, CEO and Chairman. I am 

proud of all our achievements and am convinced that I leave Clariant on a strong basis from which it 

can continue its path of sustainable, profitable growth”, commented Hariolf Kottmann, former 

Chairman of Clariant’s Board of Directors. 

Conrad Keijzer, CEO of Clariant, said: “The 2020 results proof the resilience of our portfolio and the 

hard work of our teams. We will now focus on unleashing the full potential of our three core 

Business Areas to strengthen our profile as a true specialty chemicals company. Today, I have shared 

my confidence with our shareholders that our strong market positions can deliver leading financial 

performance and thereby further increase the value of Clariant.” 

 

 

Clariant’s shareholders approve all agenda items  
 

• Distribution of CHF 0.70 for Group’s performance over past two financial 

years approved 

• Integrated Report and Group Consolidated Financial Statements for fiscal 

year 2020 approved 

• Shareholders approve Compensation Report 2020 on an advisory basis 

• Günter von Au newly elected as Chairman of the Board of Directors 
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At the Annual General Meeting, the Integrated Report as well as the Financial Statements and 

Consolidated Financial Statements of Clariant for the 2020 fiscal year were approved with 99.89 % 

of the votes. The 2020 Compensation Report was also approved on an advisory basis with 92.55 % of 

the votes. The members of the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee were discharged 

with 99.47 % of the votes.  

In addition, the Annual General Meeting approved a distribution through capital reduction (par 

value reduction) of CHF 0.70 per share, with 99.84 % of the votes. The CHF 0.70 distribution should 

not be interpreted as a recurring dividend or distribution as it takes into consideration the Group’s 

performance of the past two financial years (CHF 0.55 per share for FY 2019 and CHF 0.15 per share 

for FY 2020).  

The Annual General Meeting approved the election of Günter von Au as new Chairman of the Board 

of Directors until the Annual General Meeting 2022 with 97.96 %. Günter von Au has been a 

member of the Board of Directors since 2012 and acted as Vice Chairman from 2012 to 2018. The 

ten other members of the Board of Directors were also reelected by a large majority until the next 

Annual General Meeting. Further, Dr. Balthasar Settelen, attorney, was reelected as independent 

proxy until the next Annual General Meeting and PricewaterhouseCoopers AG was confirmed as the 

statutory auditor for 2021. 

The proposal for total compensation of the Board of Directors for the term from the 2021 to the 

2022 Annual General Meeting was approved with 92.82 % of the votes, as was the total 

compensation of the Executive Committee for the 2022 fiscal year, with 93.39 % of the votes.  
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CORPORATE MEDIA RELATIONS INVESTOR RELATIONS 

JOCHEN DUBIEL 

Phone +41 61 469 63 63 

jochen.dubiel@clariant.com 

ANDREAS SCHWARZWÄLDER  

Phone +41 61 469 63 73 

andreas.schwarzwaelder@clariant.com 

CLAUDIA KAMENSKY 

Phone +41 61 469 63 63 

claudia.kamensky@clariant.com 

MARIA IVEK 

Phone +41 61 469 63 73 

maria.ivek@clariant.com 

THIJS BOUWENS 

Phone +41 61 469 63 63 

thijs.bouwens@clariant.com 

ALEXANDER KAMB 

Phone +41 61 469 63 73 

alexander.kamb@clariant.com 

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram. 
 

 

This media release contains certain statements that are neither reported financial results nor other historical information. This document also 

includes forward-looking statements. Because these forward-looking statements are subject to risks and uncertainties, actual future results 

may differ materially from those expressed in or implied by the statements. Many of these risks and uncertainties relate to factors that are 

beyond Clariant’s ability to control or estimate precisely, such as future market conditions, currency fluctuations, the behavior of other market 

participants, the actions of governmental regulators and other risk factors such as: the timing and strength of new product offerings; pricing 

strategies of competitors; the Company’s ability to continue to receive adequate products from its vendors on acceptable terms, or at all, and 

to continue to obtain sufficient financing to meet its liquidity needs; and changes in the political, social and regulatory framework in which the 

Company operates or in economic or technological trends or conditions, including currency fluctuations, inflation and consumer confidence, 

on a global, regional or national basis. Readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, which speak 

only as of the date of this document. Clariant does not undertake any obligation to publicly release any revisions to these forward-looking 

statements to reflect events or circumstances after the date of these materials. 

www.clariant.com 
 

Clariant is a focused, sustainable and innovative specialty chemical company based in Muttenz, near Basel/Switzerland. On 31 December 

2020, the company employed a total workforce of 13 235. In the financial year 2020, Clariant recorded sales of CHF 3.860 billion for its 

continuing businesses. The company reports in three business areas: Care Chemicals, Catalysis and Natural Resources. Clariant’s corporate 

strategy is based on five pillars: focus on innovation and R&D, add value with sustainability, reposition portfolio, intensify growth, and increase 

profitability. 
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