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IBA joins PFAROS European initiative to advance PFAS destruction for 
healthcare and pharmaceutical applications 

 
 
Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium, 2 September 2026, 7 a.m.  – IBA (Ion Beam Applications S.A., 
EURONEXT), the world leader in particle accelerator technology, today announces its participation 
in PFAROS, a new European research and innovation initiative launched to address environmental 
emissions and exposure concerns related to per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in the 
pharmaceutical and medical sectors. As part of the project, IBA will co-lead the work on end-of-life 
and waste-management technologies, bringing its electron beam and Rhodotron® expertise to the 
assessment of PFAS destruction solutions. 
 
A new European research and innovation initiative, PFAROS, has officially been launched and brings 
together a large consortium of 91 European and international partners from industry, academia, 
healthcare, regulatory bodies, and civil society. By combining complementary expertise across 
disciplines and sectors, the project seeks to research and assess opportunities to reduce PFAS 
emissions across the life cycle of medical products and applications, including waste management, 
while ensuring effectiveness, quality, safety, and continuity in essential healthcare product life cycles. 
Funded under the Innovative Health Initiative Joint Undertaking (IHI JU), PFAROS is fully aligned 
with European Union public health, environmental, and industrial policy objectives. 
 
IBA’s role in PFAS destruction 
 
As part of PFAROS, the University of Gent will act as the academic leader of the initiative while IBA 
and Bayer will co-lead the work on end-of-life and waste-management technologies. IBA will focus 
on assessing the potential of its electron beam and Rhodotron® technology for PFAS destruction. 
This work will be carried out on healthcare and pharma-related samples, supporting PFAROS’ 
ambition to evaluate practical pathways to reduce PFAS-related environmental impact where 
technically and clinically feasible. 
 
IBA, through its innovation hub Discovery Lab, will test, develop and benchmark technologies for 
PFAS removal and destruction from hospital and pharmaceutical wastewater, targeting long-, short- 
and ultrashort-chain PFAS. It will also evaluate pre-concentration, polishing and advanced 
destruction processes, with the objective of supporting full PFAS mineralization and by-product 
control. IBA’s contribution builds on its expertise in high-power electron beam technologies and its 
long-standing experience in developing accelerator-based solutions for industrial and healthcare 
applications.  
 
For solid materials, PFAROS will assess both thermal and non-thermal methods to support reuse 
where feasible and reduce environmental exposure through fluorine containment. Where recovery 
is not possible, mineralization will be explored through several complementary approaches, including 
pyrolysis, gasification, electron beam and plasma treatments. Lab-scale testing, together with the 
evaluation of sorting technologies and mechanical handling of healthcare waste, will help guide 
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process design and identify the most promising integrated treatment trains in terms of scalability, 
environmental impact and regulatory compliance. 
 
By joining PFAROS, IBA aims to support collaborative research into more sustainable approaches 
to PFAS treatment while helping to generate data that can inform future industrial, regulatory and 
environmental decision-making. 
 
Catherine Vandenborre, Chief Ventures & Corporate Officer, commented: “PFAROS is an 
important collaborative initiative to better understand how PFAS emissions and exposure concerns 
can be addressed across the healthcare and pharmaceutical value chains. IBA is pleased to bring 
its Discovery Lab and Rhodotron® combined expertise’s to the project, with a clear focus on end-of-
life and waste-management solutions. By working alongside partners from industry, academia, 
healthcare and regulatory environments, we aim to contribute to the assessment of robust and 
scalable technologies that could support a more sustainable future for essential healthcare 
applications.” 
 
Through this initiative, IBA further demonstrates its commitment to innovation in sustainable 
irradiation and environmental technologies, aligned with its mission to protect, enhance and save 
lives. 
 

***ENDS*** 
 
Disclaimer 
This project is supported by the Innovative Health Initiative Joint Undertaking (IHI JU) under grant agreement No 
101251281. The JU receives support from the European Union’s Horizon Europe research and innovation 
programme and COCIR, EFPIA, Europa Bío, MedTech Europe, and Vaccines Europe.  
Funded by the European Union, the private members, and those contributing partners of the IHI JU.  
Views and opinions expressed are those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
aforementioned parties. Neither of the aforementioned parties can be held responsible for them. 
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About IBA 
IBA (Ion Beam Applications S.A.) is the world leader in particle accelerator technology. The company 
is the leading supplier of equipment and services in the fields of proton therapy, considered as one 
of the most advanced forms of radiation therapy available today, as well as industrial sterilization, 
radiopharmaceuticals and dosimetry. The company, based in Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium, employs 
approximately 2,300 people worldwide. IBA is a certified B Corporation (B Corp) meeting the highest 
standards of verified social and environmental performance. 
 
IBA is listed on the pan-European stock exchange EURONEXT (IBA: Reuters IBAB.BR and 
Bloomberg IBAB.BB). More information can be found at: www.iba-worldwide.com. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 

Thomas Pevenage 
Head of Investor Relations 
+32 10 475 890 
investorrelations@iba-group.com 

Nathalie van Ypersele 
Head of Communication and Sustainability 
 
Daniel Ernult  
Corporate Communication Manager 
+32 10 475 890 
communication@iba-group.com  
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