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Solvay to sell its North American and 
European amphoteric surfactant business 
to OpenGate Capital 
Brussels, January 5, 2021 

The Solvay Group agreed to sell its North American and European amphoteric surfactant business 
to OpenGate Capital, a private equity firm with headquarters in Los Angeles. The sale includes the 
three main production sites supporting the amphoteric product lines located in University Park, 
Illinois (USA), Genthin, Germany, Halifax, United Kingdom, and a tolling business in Turkey. The 
agreement also includes tolling and service agreements between Solvay and OpenGate to ensure a 
seamless transition and minimal customer disruption. 

“This agreement represents another critical step in the execution of our strategic plan as we further 
focus our home & personal care portfolio on growing specialty formulations and custom solutions,” 
commented Michael Radossich, president of Solvay's Novecare global business unit. 

In OpenGate Capital, Solvay has identified a strong buyer for the North American and European 
amphoteric surfactant business while the sale will generate additional resources for Solvay to invest 
in its strategic growth segments as part of its portfolio simplification journey. Solvay expects to close 
the sale by the end of March pending completion of all required social dialogues and regulatory 
approvals.  

About Solvay  

Solvay is a science company whose technologies bring benefits to many aspects of daily life. With 
more than 24,100 employees in 64 countries, Solvay bonds people, ideas and elements to reinvent 
progress. The Group seeks to create sustainable shared value for all, notably through its Solvay One 
Planet plan crafted around three pillars: protecting the climate, preserving resources and fostering 
better life. The Group’s innovative solutions contribute to safer, cleaner, and more sustainable 
products found in homes, food and consumer goods, planes, cars, batteries, smart devices, health 
care applications, water and air purification systems. Founded in 1863, Solvay today ranks among 
the world’s top three companies for the vast majority of its activities and delivered net sales of €10.2 
billion in 2019. Solvay is listed on Euronext Brussels (SOLB) and Paris and in the United States, 
where its shares (SOLVY) are traded through a Level I ADR program. Learn more at www.solvay.com. 
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