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About DFDS 
We operate a transport network 
in and around Europe with an 
annual revenue of DKK 27bn 
and 12,500 employees. 
 
We move goods in trailers by 
ferry, road, and rail plus we offer 
related logistics solutions. 
 
We also move car and foot 
passengers on short sea and 
overnight ferry routes.  
 
DFDS was founded in 1866 and 
is headquartered and listed in 
Copenhagen.  
 
 
Disclaimer 
The statements about the 
future in this announcement 
contain an element of risk and 
uncertainty which means that 
actual developments May 
diverge significantly. 

INVESTOR NEWS  

 

MAY VOLUMES: FREIGHT SLOWDOWN 
AS EXPECTED, PASSENGERS UP 31%  
 
 
 
 
Ferry – freight: Total volumes in May 2023 were 18.6% below 2022. Volumes were 
6.6% below 2022 adjusted for Channel that was impacted by extraordinary capacity 
changes in May 2022.  
 
North Sea volumes were overall on par with last year adjusted for one route 
between the Netherlands and the UK that continued to be impacted by lower 
volumes of fresh produce and other goods. Mediterranean volume growth picked up 
again in May. 
 
The decrease in Channel volumes was significant in May due to a ferry competitor’s 
suspension of two-thirds of sailings in May 2022. In addition, total market volumes 
declined, although at a lower level than in previous months. Baltic Sea volumes 
remained far below last year as trade sanctions did not fully impact volumes until 
late in the summer of 2022. 
 
For the last twelve months 2023-22, the total transported freight lane metres 
decreased 10.6% to 39.3m from 44.0m in 2022-21. The decrease was 4.2% adjusted 
for Channel.   
 
Ferry – passenger: The number of passengers continued to recover and increased 
30.5% to 384k equal to 88% of volumes in May 2019, the latest comparable month 
pre-Covid-19. The number of cars equalled 89% of volumes in 2019.   
 
For the last twelve months 2023-22, the total number of passengers was 4.3m 
compared to 1.6m in 2022-21 and 5.1m in 2019. 
 
 

DFDS ferry volumes         

  May  LTM* 

Freight 2021 2022 2023 Change  2021-20 2022-21 2023-22 Change 

Lane metres, '000 3,650 4,044 3,293 -18.6%  43,123 43,974 39,326 -10.6% 

            

Passenger 2021 2022 2023 Change  2021-20 2022-21 2023-22 Change 

Passengers, '000 35 294 384 30.5%  989 1,631 4,273 162.1% 

*Last twelve months          
 
 
DFDS reports monthly ferry volumes for freight and passengers to provide insight into the development 
of volume trends in DFDS’ European route network. DFDS’ ferry routes enable trade and travel in and 
around Europe. Click on the link to see a map of the entire network. The June 2023 volume report is 
expected to be published on 12 July 2023 at around 10.00am CET.   

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.ctfassets.net%2Fmivicpf5zews%2F2886j0VejyDfpyJTPrxaZv%2F92ab1763bac7e7e54d9c3f9b0e22ef84%2FFerry_Consolidated_Routemap_02_2023_RGB.png&data=05%7C01%7Cudsbn%40dfds.com%7C8339b80cbbbf4425b35f08db5170f0b2%7C73a99466ad0542219f90e7142aa2f6c1%7C0%7C0%7C638193317730416720%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g7NuX8v1aJXAU12aG%2FFOWZKgHMrjXViyK9749fl0ftc%3D&reserved=0

