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MEDIA UPDATE 
 

Novartis discontinues hydroxychloroquine clinical 
trial based on slow enrollment, remains committed to 
pandemic research efforts  
 
• Study discontinued due to feasibility of recruitment; no safety issues have been 

reported or efficacy conclusions made 

 

• Novartis remains committed to ongoing research and development for COVID-19  

 

• Supply of hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) from Novartis will continue for clinical trials 
and upon government requests worldwide  

 
Basel, June 19, 2020 — Novartis has made the decision to stop and discontinue its 
sponsored HCQ clinical trial for COVID-19 due to acute enrollment challenges that have made 
trial completion infeasible. The recruitment challenge facing our HCQ trial has made it unlikely 
that the clinical team will be able to collect meaningful data in a reasonable timeframe to 
determine the effectiveness of HCQ in treating patients with COVID-19. No safety issues have 
been reported, and there are no conclusions on efficacy from the study.  
 
Novartis will continue to provide supply of HCQ for ongoing investigator-initiated trials (IITs) 
and upon government requests, as appropriate, where certain conditions are met and the 
medicine is used in accordance with a nationally endorsed treatment protocol. Researchers at 
Novartis continue to monitor ongoing guidance from health authorities on the further study of 
HCQ for COVID-19, as well as the decision by the US Food and Drug Administration to stop 
the emergency use authorization of HCQ for COVID-19 treatment. In addition, ongoing 
studies involving other Novartis treatments continue, as well as the newly announced support 
of a potential vaccine. Novartis also continues to collaborate to find answers for COVID-19 
through various partnerships with multi-stakeholder external consortia.  
 
Novartis wishes to thank all of the patients, their families, investigators and healthcare 
professionals who played a vital part in our HCQ clinical trial (CJWT629A12301, 
NCT04358081) for COVID-19. 
 
More information about the Novartis response to COVID-19 is available 
on novartis.com/coronavirus. 
 
Disclaimer 
This media update contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the United 
States Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements can 
generally be identified by words such as “potential,” “can,” “will,” “plan,” “may,” “could,” 



 
 
 
 
 
“would,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “seek,” “look forward,” “believe,” “committed,” “investigational,” 
“pipeline,” “launch,” or similar terms, or by express or implied discussions regarding potential 
marketing approvals, new indications or labeling for the investigational or approved products 
described in this media update, or regarding potential future revenues from such products, or 
regarding our activities and commitments to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. You should 
not place undue reliance on these statements. Such forward-looking statements are based on 
our current beliefs and expectations regarding future events, and are subject to significant 
known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Should one or more of these risks or 
uncertainties materialize, or should underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual results 
may vary materially from those set forth in the forward-looking statements. There can be no 
guarantee that the investigational or approved products described in this media update will be 
submitted or approved for sale or for any additional indications or labeling in any market, or at 
any particular time. Neither can there be any guarantee that such products will be 
commercially successful in the future. Nor can there be any guarantee that our activities and 
commitments to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic will achieve any or all of their intended 
goals in the expected time frame, or at all. In particular, our expectations regarding such 
products, activities and commitments could be affected by, among other things, the 
uncertainties inherent in research and development, including clinical trial results and 
additional analysis of existing clinical data; regulatory actions or delays or government 
regulation generally; global trends toward health care cost containment, including 
government, payor and general public pricing and reimbursement pressures and requirements 
for increased pricing transparency; our ability to obtain or maintain proprietary intellectual 
property protection; the particular prescribing preferences of physicians and patients; general 
political, economic and business conditions, including the effects of and efforts to mitigate 
pandemic diseases such as COVID-19; safety, quality, data integrity or manufacturing issues; 
potential or actual data security and data privacy breaches, or disruptions of our information 
technology systems, and other risks and factors referred to in Novartis AG’s current Form 20-
F on file with the US Securities and Exchange Commission. Novartis is providing the 
information in this media update as of this date and does not undertake any obligation to 
update any forward-looking statements contained in this media update as a result of new 
information, future events or otherwise. 
 
About Novartis 
Novartis is reimagining medicine to improve and extend people’s lives. As a leading global 
medicines company, we use innovative science and digital technologies to create 
transformative treatments in areas of great medical need. In our quest to find new medicines, 
we consistently rank among the world’s top companies investing in research and 
development. Novartis products reach nearly 800 million people globally and we are finding 
innovative ways to expand access to our latest treatments. About 109,000 people of more 
than 145 nationalities work at Novartis around the world. Find out more at 
https://www.novartis.com. 
 
Novartis is on Twitter. Sign up to follow @Novartis at https://twitter.com/novartisnews 
For Novartis multimedia content, please visit https://www.novartis.com/news/media-library 
For questions about the site or required registration, please contact media.relations@novartis.com  
 

# # # 
 
Novartis Media Relations 
E-mail: media.relations@novartis.com 
 
Anja von Treskow 
Novartis Global Media Relations 
+41 61 324 2279 (direct) 
+41 79 392 8697 (mobile) 
anja.von_treskow@novartis.com 

Ryan McBride 
Novartis Global Drug Development 
Communications & Advocacy 
+41 61 324 12 88 (direct) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eric Althoff 
Novartis US External Communications 
+1 646 438 4335 
eric.althoff@novartis.com 

+41 79 156 92 97 (mobile) 
ryan.mcbride@novartis.com 
 
Steffen Kurzawa 
Sandoz Communications 
+49 80244-762590 (direct) 
+49 170 901 2622 (mobile) 
steffen.kurzawa@sandoz.com 

 
Novartis Investor Relations 
Central investor relations line: +41 61 324 7944 
E-mail: investor.relations@novartis.com 
 
Central  North America  
Samir Shah +41 61 324 7944 Sloan Simpson +1 862 778 5052 
Pierre-Michel Bringer 
Thomas Hungerbuehler  
Isabella Zinck 

+41 61 324 1065 
+41 61 324 8425 
+41 61 324 7188 

Cory Twining   
  
 

+1 862 778 3258 

    

 


