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MEDIA & INVESTOR RELEASE 

 

Novartis ranks first in 2024 Access to Medicine Index 
 

• The Index spotlights Novartis leadership in research and development, and 

governance of access, with Novartis ranking first in these sub-topics  

 

• Novartis malaria access plans, widespread registration of products in LMICs, and 
inclusive business model to improve access to products in multiple countries were 
all highlighted as Best Practice across the industry  

 

• Novartis has risen three places to secure the top spot on the 2024 Access to 
Medicine Index 

 

Basel, November 19, 2024 – Novartis has ranked first in the 2024 Access to Medicine Index 

(ATMI) report published today, highlighting the company’s leadership in improving access to 

medicines around the world. 

 

The Index, published every two years, is an independent report that assesses 20 of the 

world’s largest research-based pharmaceutical companies on their efforts to improve access 

to medicines, vaccines and diagnostics across 81 diseases in 113 low- and middle-income 

countries (LMICs).  

 

The report specifically calls out Novartis leading portfolio and pipeline across non-

communicable diseases and priority high-burden diseases such as malaria, Chagas disease, 

and dengue, and its widespread access strategies for late-stage pipeline candidates. Half of 

the best practices highlighted in the report reference Novartis. 

 

Novartis CEO Vas Narasimhan said: "Our first-place ranking in the 2024 Access to Medicine 

Index reflects our fundamental commitment to ensuring breakthrough medicines reach people 

who need them, regardless of where they live. Throughout our company history, we’ve 

maintained access to medicine as a priority and continued to find ways to deeply integrate it 

into the earliest stages of our R&D pipeline. As a physician scientist who started his career in 

public health, I've seen firsthand the difference companies like ours can make in delivering 

treatment to patients. We have more to do as an industry to close the access gap, but today's 

recognition is made possible by our 70,000+ associates and partners who are committed to 

reimagining medicine so we can improve and extend patients' lives around the world.” 

 

In 2023, Novartis medicines reached 284 million patients worldwide, and 33.2 million patients 

with its access initiatives. The report highlights how Novartis access initiatives are supporting 

the company to achieve this, including:  

 



 
 

• Comprehensive access-to-medicine strategies integrated into the overall company 

strategy, with access plans in place for 100% of priority late-stage pipeline candidates 

• Wide registration of innovative products in LMICs and operating an inclusive business 

model to improve access to its products in multiple low-income and least-developed 

countries 

• Best practice for malaria access plans, including a novel ganaplacide-lumefantrine 

combination in adults and children with malaria currently in Phase III trials in 

collaboration with Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV), the European & Developing 

Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) and the West African Network for 

Clinical Trials of Antimalarial Drugs (WANECAM2) consortium 

• Together with the Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative (DNDi), Novartis progressed 

into Phase II clinical trial for an oral drug against visceral leishmaniasis in Ethiopia  

 

Lutz Hegemann, President of Global Health at Novartis, said: “Ensuring broad and inclusive 

access to medical innovation is core to how we maximize our positive impact as a sustainable 

business. While this index is testament to the progress we have made, there is more to be 

done, and we remain committed to working with our partners to ensure that every innovation 

we discover is accessible to everyone who needs it.” 
 

About the Access to Medicines Index 

The ATMI is a bi-annual index published by the Access to Medicine Foundation (ATMF) and 

measures the performance of the top 20 research-based pharmaceutical companies to 

improve access to medicines and healthcare in low- and middle-income countries. In addition 

to the ATMI, Novartis participates in other Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) 

ratings informing investor decision making, including CDP, Sustainalytics, ISS ESG, and 

MSCI.  

 

The Access to Medicine Foundation is an independent non-profit organization established in 

2003 that seeks to transform the healthcare ecosystem by motivating and mobilizing 

companies to expand access to their essential healthcare products in low- and middle-income 

countries. The Foundation is an independent non-profit organization, funded by the UK and 

Dutch governments, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, The Leona M. and Harry B. 

Helmsley Charitable Trust, the Wellcome Trust, AXA Investment Managers and Stewart 

Investors. The Foundation is a registered charity in the Netherlands (ANBI status).    

 

Disclaimer 
This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the United 
States Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements can 
generally be identified by words such as “potential,” “can,” “will,” “plan,” “may,” “could,” 
“would,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “look forward,” “believe,” “committed,” “investigational,” 
“pipeline,” “launch,” or similar terms, or by express or implied discussions regarding potential 
marketing approvals, new indications or labeling for the investigational or approved products 
described in this press release, or regarding potential future revenues from such products. 
You should not place undue reliance on these statements. Such forward-looking statements 
are based on our current beliefs and expectations regarding future events, and are subject to 
significant known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Should one or more of these risks or 
uncertainties materialize, or should underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual results 
may vary materially from those set forth in the forward-looking statements. There can be no 
guarantee that the investigational or approved products described in this press release will be 
submitted or approved for sale or for any additional indications or labeling in any market, or at 
any particular time. Nor can there be any guarantee that such products will be commercially 
successful in the future. In particular, our expectations regarding such products could be 
affected by, among other things, the uncertainties inherent in research and development, 
including clinical trial results and additional analysis of existing clinical data; regulatory actions 
or delays or government regulation generally; global trends toward health care cost 
containment, including government, payor and general public pricing and reimbursement 
pressures and requirements for increased pricing transparency; our ability to obtain or 
maintain proprietary intellectual property protection; the particular prescribing preferences of 
physicians and patients; general political, economic and business conditions, including the 



 
 
effects of and efforts to mitigate pandemic diseases; safety, quality, data integrity or 
manufacturing issues; potential or actual data security and data privacy breaches, or 
disruptions of our information technology systems, and other risks and factors referred to in 
Novartis AG’s current Form 20-F on file with the US Securities and Exchange Commission. 
Novartis is providing the information in this press release as of this date and does not 
undertake any obligation to update any forward-looking statements contained in this press 
release as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. 
 

About Novartis  
Novartis is an innovative medicines company. Every day, we work to reimagine medicine to 
improve and extend people’s lives so that patients, healthcare professionals and societies are 
empowered in the face of serious disease. Our medicines reach more than 250 million people 
worldwide. 
 
Reimagine medicine with us: Visit us at https://www.novartis.com and connect with us on 
LinkedIn, Facebook, X/Twitter and Instagram. 
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