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Solvay opens innovation centers dedicated  
to thermoplastic composites in the U.S. and in Europe 

 
Brussels, October 23 2019 --- Solvay has opened two innovation centers dedicated to 
THERMOPLASTIC COMPOSITES in the United States and Europe, reinforcing its research and 
innovation (R&I) capabilities and engagement with customers, in high performance materials  for 
the aerospace, automotive and oil & gas markets.   

 

The opening of both centers follows Solvay’s creation in April of its thermoplastic composites 
platform to speed up the development of these materials. The centers are complementary and 
will build on Solvay’s unmatched vertically integrated portfolio of specialty polymers and carbon 
fiber composites.  
 
“Solvay’s new R&I centers in the U.S. and Europe and our recent capacity expansions, complete our 
infrastructure to support the industrialization of our thermoplastic materials technology. The 
centers provide state-of-the-art assets and capabilities to accompany our customers in the design, 
prototyping and testing of parts and allowing for a dramatic acceleration of the time to market of 
our materials,” said Augusto Di Donfrancesco, member of Solvay’s Executive Committee. 
 
THE PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT CENTER IN ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA, in the United States is 
dedicated to the rapid innovation and development of next-generation thermoplastic composites. 
Home to the North American headquarters of both Specialty Polymers and Composite Materials, 
Solvay in Alpharetta can leverage its own end-to-end polymer and carbon fiber expertise that goes 
from the design of polymers and the development of composites, to additive manufacturing.   

 

The Customer Engagement Center Brussels, in Belgium, focuses on collaborating with our 
customers to accelerate the market adoption of thermoplastic composites. The center provides 
virtual engineering, allowing for the simulation of advanced parts and systems as well as the 
minute analysis of the characteristics of materials; the rapid prototyping of complex small to mid-
sized parts; as well as the advanced mechanical testing and validation of the materials. 

 

Solvay’s advanced materials replace heavier metals, contributing to a lower total cost of 
ownership. In transport, they help to lightweight planes and cars, reducing their fuel consumption 
and CO₂ emissions and allow greater design freedom, thereby reducing the number of parts 
overall or improving aerodynamics. In oil and gas, they replace metal pipes prone to corrosion.  

 

For information on Solvay’s value proposition for thermoplastic composites please visit our INFO 
HUB. ENDS 

 
 FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @SOLVAYGROUP 

 

 

https://www.solvay.com/en/chemical-categories/our-composite-materials-solutions/thermoplastic-composites
https://www.solvay.com/en/chemical-categories/our-composite-materials-solutions/thermoplastic-composites
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X45m-UNGCt4
https://www.solvay.com/en/chemical-categories/our-composite-materials-solutions/thermoplastic-composites
https://www.solvay.com/en/chemical-categories/our-composite-materials-solutions/thermoplastic-composites
https://twitter.com/SolvayGroup
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Solvay is an advanced materials and specialty chemicals company, committed to developing chemistry that addresses 
key societal challenges. Solvay innovates and partners with customers worldwide in many diverse end-markets. Its 
products are used in planes, cars, batteries, smart and medical devices, as well as in mineral and oil and gas extraction, 
enhancing efficiency and sustainability. Its lightweighting materials promote cleaner mobility, its formulations optimize 
the use of resources, and its performance chemicals improve air and water quality. Solvay is headquartered in Brussels 
with around 24,500 employees in 61 countries. Net sales were €10.3 billion in 2018, with 90% from activities where 
Solvay ranks among the world’s top 3 leaders, resulting in an EBITDA margin of 22%. Solvay SA (SOLB.BE) is listed on 
Euronext Brussels and Paris Bloomberg: SOLB.BB - Reuters: SOLB.BR), and in the United States its shares (SOLVY) are 
traded through a level-1 ADR program. (Figures take into account the planned divestment of Polyamides). 
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